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Manuscripts of the “Sanad” of Imam Muhammad ibn Yusuf al-
Sanusi in Sufism: A Study and Critical Edition
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Abstract:

The licenses and chains of transmission have played an important
role in preserving the components of the nation and its heritage, and the
chain of transmission has become one of the features of this nation that
has not and will not be found in any other nation, from the chains of
transmission of readings that preserved the Holy Quran and its
narrations to the chains of transmission of the honorable prophetic
Sunnah that preserved the connection between Muslims and their
Prophet Muhammad - may God bless him and grant him peace -
reaching the chains of transmission of sciences and books that gave
great credibility to the classifications circulated among Muslims and
even gave a bright and honorable model in documentation and
clarification that this nation has reached, and among the sciences that
Muslims have taken great care of is the science of Sufism and
purification, as it is a theoretical and applied science, and therefore the
chains of transmission of imams and scholars in it were not limited to
books and works written in this art, but rather reached the level of
transmitting and preserving some applied practices generation after
generation, such as wearing the honorable rag and adding dates and
water and others, so the science of Sufism is not a dry science that is It
iIs not only obtained from books and letters, but it is a science that
contains a great spirituality that accompanies this theoretical knowledge.
Therefore, the relationship of the disciple with his sheikh is one of the
most important pillars of this path, because the connection of the chain
of transmission with the saints, the great and the righteous in this nation
is one of the places of blessing and success that every seeker should
seek. This intervention came to reveal one of the distinguished models
that underwent this experience in our beloved country and our dear
homeland, which is the Imam Sheikh, the scholar Sidi Muhammad bin
Yusuf al-Sanusi, who lived this experience in the protected city of Oran
with his great scholar Sheikh Sidi Abu Salem Ibrahim al-Tazi in late
Rabi® al-Awwal in the year eight hundred and sixty-one. This
handwritten letter written by Imam al-Sanusi has documented for us all
the details of this distinguished step that the Imam took on the path of
walking towards God Almighty.
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