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Abstract:
This study addresses the issue of cheeses manufactured using rennets

derived from prohibited sources. The researcher examines the nature of
rennet (al-infakah), the methods of its extraction, its ritual purity, and its
mechanism of action in the cheesemaking process. The study also addresses
the Islamic legal ruling on the matter in light of two figh maxims:
transformation (lIstizalah) and assimilation (Istihlak). This is undertaken by
precisely defining the point of legal dispute (takrir mahall al-niza‘) and
identifying its contemporary manifestations, followed by an analysis and
discussion of whether genuine transformation or assimilation actually
occurs in the prohibited rennet used in cheese production, from both juristic
and scientific perspectives, and the implications thereof for the juristic
ruling.

The study concludes that cheeses manufactured using rennets derived
from prohibited sources remain governed by the original ruling of
prohibition (asl al-ta/rim), on the grounds that evidence establishes that the
transformation undergone by the rennet is only partial, not complete, and
therefore does not constitute genuine transformation or effective
assimilation. This renders the claim that such rennet has undergone
complete transformation or assimilation merely speculative, and therefore
insufficient to shift the ruling from prohibition (kurmah) to permissibility
(ibahah). Consequently, food products containing such rennet remain
governed by the original ruling of prohibition.

Keywords: Cheeses; Rennet (al-infakah); Transformation (lIstizalah);
Assimilation (Istihlak).
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