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The Symbolic and Intuitive Dimension of Doctrinal Issues:
Al-Alawi's Commentary on the Creed of Ibn Ashir’s Matn as a Case Study
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Abstract:

The intellectual material presented in this article analyzes and
extrapolates the writings of Sheikh Ahmad ibn Mustafa al-Alawi (from
mostaganem) (1869-1934), one of the most prominent Sufi scholars
who contributed to shaping doctrinal and Sufi thought in Algeria during
the 20th century. It focuses on his explanation and understanding of the

Sunni creed through the lens of spiritual experience, states of being,
allusion, and unveiling.
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This study examines the construction of these epistemological concepts
in accordance with the state of Sufi masters who have attained spiritual
realization through the method of witnessing and direct experience. The
aim is to demonstrate their adherence to the Sunni creed, which is
embraced by the general public and theologians, while simultaneously
expanding their understanding of its various aspects and dimensions.

Keywords: Sunni creed, Ash'arites, Sufism, Alawi, spiritual experience
and unveiling.
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