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Abstract:

This study examines the Manichaean religion by exploring its
linguistic derivation and terminological definition. Its significance lies in
the fact that Islamic sources constitute the primary references for many
Western scholars regarding the life of Mani and Manichaean doctrines,
while Muslim scholars paid close attention to defining the religion
linguistically and conceptually. The study addresses the need to collect
and compare Muslim scholars’ descriptions of Manichaeism with
contemporary academic research. It aims to define Manichaeism through
both Islamic and modern sources, analyze the reasons for its multiple
names, and compare classical Muslim accounts with modern studies. The
research employs inductive, descriptive, historical, and critical methods.
The findings show that the religion was known by several names derived
mainly from its founder, Mani, including Manichaeism, Mananiyyah, and
Maniyyah. It was also associated with terms such as Zanadigah
(heretics), Dualists, and Batiniyyah. Manichaean doctrine is
characterized by belief in two eternal principles—Light and Darkness—
gradual propagation of its teachings, syncretism, and ascetic prohibitions.

Keywords: Mani ibn Fatek, Manichaeism, Zanadiqah (Heretics),
Mananiyyah, Maniyyah.
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