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Italian Orientalism in the biography of the prophet
Francesco Gabrielli as a model
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Abstract:

The Prophetic Biography was of early interest in Italy, adopted by
priests andmonks and promoted by writers and poets, as Dante did, with
mucth distortion, forgery and fabrication.This was until Alessandro
D’Ancona produced his reserch paper titled « The Legend of
Muhammad in the West », refuting many of these falshoods, which
helped orientalists after him to write with a scientefic approach far from
forgery and exageration.

Great figures emmerged who wrote about the biography of the
prophet, such as « Amari, Caetani, Nalliono, and Fracesco Gabrielli ».

The latter of which, Gabrielli, authored « Muhammad and the
conquests of Islam », in which he discussed the biography of the Prophet
( PBUH), in cronological maner, from his birth to his death

( PBUH). He relied on the writings of many orientalists, and
disgreded many Arab-Islamic sources despite his mastery of the Arabic
language.

Gabrielli emplyed several western framworks to interpret and
analyze events, such as the psychanayitic approachto interpret the
childhood of the Prophet ( PBUH), and the matrialistic inetrpretation of
history to interpret the raids and invasions. As for his batteles.
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