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Abstract :

Islamic history occupies a central position in shaping the
civilizational identity and preserving the collective memory of the
Muslim nation. Consequently, it became a primary focus for the
Orientalist movement, which engaged deeply with this field through
manuscript editing, translation, and academic research. While some
Orientalist endeavors were driven by genuine scientific curiosity, a
significant and influential faction employed its academic approaches to
serve ideological, colonial, and missionary agendas. This directed
Orientalist current exploited weak narratives and historical anomalies—
often rooted in earlier internal sectarian and political conflicts—to
reconstruct and distort the Islamic historical narrative. Accordingly, this
study adopts a critical-analytical approach to deconstruct the Orientalist
discourse. It aims to expose the methodological mechanisms and
cognitive techniques utilized by this faction to falsify Islamic historical
facts and undermine their credibility. Furthermore, the paper highlights
the divergence in Orientalist motivations and evaluates the Arab critical
approaches that confronted this systematic distortion of historical
memory.

Keywords: Directed Orientalism, Islamic History, Historical
Narrative, Systematic Distortion, Civilizational Identity.
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