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Abstract:

This article investigates the evidentiary status of Prophetic hadith
in Arabic grammar and linguistic analysis. It distinguishes between the
authenticity of a transmitted meaning and the exact preservation of
wording required for grammatical proof. A reliable chain of
transmission does not necessarily confirm every lexical or syntactic
form, while transmission by meaning does not justify excluding hadith
altogether. The study reviews permissive, restrictive, and mediating
positions, assessing them through hadith criticism, grammatical theory,
and the history of textual transmission. It proposes a graded model of
evidence comprising foundational, corroborative, and illustrative uses.
Acceptance depends on the age and reliability of the source, comparison
of transmission routes, indications of wording preservation, transmitters’
linguistic competence, and consistency with stronger Arabic evidence.
Examples from Sahih al-Bukhari and Ibn Malik’s Shawahid al-Tawdih
show that hadith can support grammatical variation when subjected to
textual criticism. The article favors a controlled, graded approach over
absolute acceptance or rejection.

Keywords: Prophetic hadith; linguistic evidence; Arabic grammar;
meaning-based transmission; syntactic witness; Ibn Malik.
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