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Abstract:

This study examines the role of jihad in Algerian maritime
activity during the 16th century, highlighting its impact on developing
the Algerian navy, enhancing its defensive and offensive capabilities,
and contributing to the rescue of Andalusian Muslims following
Granada's fall in 1492. These Muslims endured severe injustice and
persecution under the Spanish Inquisition. Jihad became the focal point
from which Algerian sailors and Muslim fighters launched efforts to aid
their Morisco brethren, viewing it as a religious duty, a civilizational
commitment, and a humanitarian mission rooted in shared faith and
cultural affiliation. In doing so, they transcended purely military and
economic considerations, particularly since the conflict carried a
pronounced religious dimension across the western Mediterranean —
between the Islamic world, led by the Ottoman Caliphate with Algeria as
its spearhead, and the Christian world, represented by Catholic Spain.

Keywords: Doctrine of Jihad; Algerian Navy; Moriscos; Barbarossa
Brothers; European Piracy.
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