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Abstract:

The presence of palatial architecture in the Central Maghreb before
the Ottoman era is largely confined to written historical accounts. Unlike
religious structures, which enjoyed protection and immunity from
vandalism, palaces and other civil edifices were vulnerable to public
destruction, natural erosion, and demolition by succeeding authorities. A
palace embodied the state's legitimacy, symbolized its power, and served
as the seat of governance; thus, its destruction signaled the decline of
sovereignty and the end of authority.

Consequently, no architectural remains exist for the Almoravid
palace in "Takrart" (later utilized by the Almohads), nor for the Idrisid
palaces. Similarly, no structures survive from the palaces built by the
Marinids in the Central Maghreb, such as the ruins of Dar al-Tagwa in
Mansourah or the Al-Eubbad Palace (Dar al-Ashraf), known for its
proximity to Tlemcen. The palaces of the Zayyanid state fared no better,
as most of the numerous structures they erected in the Central Maghreb—
specifically in their capital, Tlemcen, such as Dar al-Surur, Dar al-Mulk,
and Dar Abi Fahr—have vanished. The sole exception is the remains of
the Mechouar Palace (the subject of this study), which was established by
Yaghmurasen ibn Zayyan, the founder of the Zayyanid dynasty, and
remained the seat of government until the fall of their state in 962 AH /
1555 AD.

Keywords: Méchouar Palace - Tlemcen Architecture - Zayyanids — Palac
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